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Fire Total..................................................... 33
Auto fire alarms....................................... 11
Structure fires..............................................2
Chimney fires..............................................1
Vehicle fires...................................................4 
Brush/wildland fires.................................1
Illegal burning.......................................... 11
Electrical fire.................................................0
Small equipment......................................1
Hazmat............................................................1
Other................................................................1

Public Service Calls Total.................... 15
Public assistance.......................................2
Tree/powerlines down....................... 12
Utility problem...........................................1

Medical Responses Total..................122
Medical aid.............................................. 116
Rescue (non-fire).......................................6

Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVA)....... 24
Autos............................................................. 23
Boat/Watercraft..........................................0
Other (Bicycle)............................................1

Mutual Aid Given................................... 20
Anacortes FD............................................ 13
Fire District 13.............................................2
North Whidbey District 2.....................0

Mutual Aid Received............................... 2

Response Totals for 2010

Average Response Time Per Zones

2009 Average Response Time Per Station

	 11A	 Dewey	 11.74	 94

	 11B	 Lake Erie	 13.67	 71

	 11C	 Haddon Rd.	 15.37	 19

	 11D	 Fidalgo Hts.	 13.02	 8

	 Zone	 Area Name	 Minutes	 # Responses

			   Average Response in Minutes 
	 STATION	 # INCIDENTS	 (Dispatch to Arrived)

	 1 - Station 1	 12	 8.99

	 1 & 2 - Full Alarm	 165	 11.99

	 2 - Station 2	 5	 11.11

	 B11 - BATT 11 only	 1	 13.68

The District received a free air compressor 
for filling air bottles from Shell Puget 
Sound Refinery Fire Brigade; $4,500 was 
spent to place this unit in service.  Purchase 
of this unit new would have been near 
$25,000. This allows firefighters to train 
more with their air masks on drill nights 
and immediately place our breathing 
apparatus in service at the station.
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2010: Incidents by Day of the Week

2010: Incidents by Hour

2006 - 2010: Incidents by Year

2009: Incidents by Day of the Week

Sunday	 22
Monday	 31
Tuesday	 26
Wednesday	 24
Thursday	 45
Friday	 36
Saturday	 33
	 TOTAL	 217

Sunday	 39
Monday	 42
Tuesday	 31
Wednesday	 44
Thursday	 40
Friday	 37
Saturday	 51
	 TOTAL	 284

00:00 - 00:59	 6

01:00 - 01:59	 6

02:00 - 02:59	 6

03:00 - 03:59	 4

04:00 - 04:59	 2

05:00 - 05:59	 7

06:00 - 06:59	 3

07:00 - 07:59	 15

08:00 - 08:59	 7

09:00 - 09:59	 11

10:00 - 10:59	 8

11:00 - 11:59	 11

12:00 - 12:59	 12

13:00 - 13:59	 15

14:00 - 14:59	 5

15:00 - 15:59	 18

16:00 - 16:59	 17

17:00 - 17:59	 12

18:00 -18:59	 9

19:00 - 19:59	 11

20:00 - 20:59	 9

21:00 - 21:59	 10

22:00 - 22:59	 7

23:00 - 23:59	 6

2006	 230
2007	 226
2008	 254
2009	 284
2010	 217

	 DAY OF WEEK	 # INCIDENTS

	 DAY OF WEEK	 # INCIDENTS

	 HOUR	 CALLS 	 HOUR	 CALLS

	 YEAR	 COUNT
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<  Japan, continued from page 1

linking us to the mainland would be 
damaged or destroyed. Other areas 
with higher populations would be 
higher priority for rescue teams. 

Fidalgo Island residents need to 
have emergency supplies on hand 
to survive for at least a week. This 
includes water, food, batteries, gaso-
line, and emergency medial sup-
plies. Ideally, these supplies would 
be stored someplace accessible even 
if your house was destroyed. A ga-
rage or storage shed might be a good 
choice. Your family members also 
need to have a meeting location 
identified and a designated contact 
person outside western Washington 
in case of emergency. An excellent 
web site with the information you 
need for your emergency planning is 
hosted by the American Red Cross 
at www.redcross.org. Click on the 
“Preparing and Getting Trained” 
tab for a complete list of emergency 
supplies and training.

As I finish writing articles and 
getting the data together for this 
newsletter, I have one eye on the 
TV, watching brother and sister 
firefighters and emergency workers 
at the out-of-control powerplant 
that will mean their ultimate deaths 
and searching rubble in snowy and 
freezing conditions. Watching this, 
days after the initial quake and tsu-
nami, reminds me that we will also 
be on our own for a week or more 
after our quake happens. 

The District trains in search 
and rescue and in identifying which 
areas are exceptionally vulnerable to 
tsunami and landslides. We are vol-
unteers; many of us may be at work 
and stuck there having a limited 
initial response. Mutual aid will not 
be available as they will have their 
own issues to deal with. We may not 
be able to get around due to road 
and other infrastructure damage.  

You need to begin preparing 
to help yourself for at least seven 
days. Please go to the Red Cross 
website (www.redcross.org) or stop 
by their office on T Avenue for the 
Island Chapter in Anacortes. They 
can provide you with easy informa-
tion on how to protect yourself 
and which supplies to keep at your 
home.

I was notified of the tsunami ad-
visory Friday morning around 2:00 
a.m., hours before the estimated 
arrival here in the Northwest. No 
evacuations were deemed necessary 
due to the direction of the water 
and our location. I was out that 
morning asking those who were 
on the beaches to please be care-
ful and keep a watchful eye out or 
just stay off the beaches for the day. 
Our measurement was somewhere 
around 0.9 feet of surge.  

Earthquakes and Tsunamis:
A harsh reality

Be “Red Cross Ready”
General Preparedness

Get a Kit • Make a Plan • Be Informed

Be Red Cross Ready Checklist

r	 I know what emergencies or disasters 
are most likely to occur in my 
community.

r	 I have a family disaster plan and have 
practiced it.

r	 I have an emergency preparedness 
kit.

r	At least one member of my 
household is trained in first aid and 
CPR/AED.

r	 I have taken action to help my 
community prepare.

Prepare • Move Quickly • Monitor

Be Aware of the Signs of a Tsunami

m	A strong earthquake lasting 20 
seconds or more near the coast.

m	A noticeable rapid rise or fall in 
coastal waters.

If you hear an official tsunami warning 
or detect signs of a tsunami, evacuate 
at once. Take your emergency kit. Get 
to higher ground. Return home only 
after local officials tell you it is safe.

Use caution when re-entering 
buildings. Tsunami-driven floodwater 
may have damaged them where you 

least expect it. Step carefully.

Drop • Cover • Hold On

Did You Know?

Doorways are no stronger than any 
other part of the structure. During an 

earthquake, get under a sturdy piece of 
furniture and hold on.

If you are in bed, stay there, curl up and 
hold on. Protect your head with a pillow.

If you are outside, find a clear spot and 
drop to the ground (away from buildings, 

power lines, trees, streetlights).

If you are in a vehicle, pull over to a 
clear location and stop. If a power line 
falls on your vehicle, do not get out. 

Wait for assistance.

Earthquake Tsunami

This information is excerpted from www.redcross.org; please visit their site for complete information.
Integrate their Safe and Well Internet-based tool into your emergency communications plan.
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Wildfire: Help Us Help You
Create a 30- to 100-foot safety zone around your home

Within this safety zone you can take steps to reduce potential exposure to flames and radiant heat. Homes built 
in forest lands should have a minimum safety zone of 100 feet. If your home sits on a steep slope, standard protective 
measures may not suffice. Go to the District web site at mteriefire.com for more information and links.

District firefighters train with Washington 
Department of Natural Resources to 
recertify as wildland firefighters. Annually, 
firefighters from all over northwest 
Washington come to District 11 to receive 
their training.

Other things you can do to help us 
defend your house before fire strikes!

4	 Rake leaves, dead limbs, and twigs. Clear all flammable vegetation.
4	 Remove leaves and rubbish from under structures.
4	 Remove limbs within 15 feet of the ground.
4	 Remove dead branches that extend over the roof.
4	 Prune tree branches, shrubs within 15 ft. of stovepipe or chimney outlet.
4	 Ask the power company to clear branches from powerlines.
4	 Remove vines from the walls of the home.
4	 Mow grass regularly.
4	 Clear a 10-foot area around propane tanks and the barbecue. Place a 

screen over the grill: use nonflammable material with mesh no coarser 
than one-quarter inch.

4	 Regularly dispose of newspapers and rubbish at an approved site. Follow 
outdoor burning regulations.

4	 Place stove, fireplace, and grill ashes in a metal bucket, soak in water for 
2 days, then bury the cold ashes in mineral soil.


